Respiratory symptoms and use of medical care associated with child day care and health care plan among preschool children.
This study compared the risk of respiratory infections in pre-school children (under 6-year-old) attending day care center and those taken care of at home by controlling for the type of health plan and sociodemographic characteristics. The study population consists of members of two health plans residing in two South Carolina counties. Results show that the risks of respiratory symptoms were higher among children attending day care settings than those taken care of at homes although this relationship is more apparent among Medicaid children than among HMO children. While the type of child care has weak influence on medical care utilization, the type of health plan exerts strong influence on utilization for both day care and home care groups.